giving the address Charities' Central Collecting Agency, Bank of England Branch, Newcastle-on-Tyne, is applying to the London Charities for information as to their subscriptions.
I understand that he proposes that subscriptions shall be paid through him at a cost of two-and-a-half per cent.
Subscribers who wish to send their subscriptions through an agent can find no better one than their own bankers, who will pay the money over to the Charities without any cost whatever. I have referred Mr. Henderson to The Hospitals Association."
Hospital officials who may be waited upon by a benevolent stranger professing to represent the editor of a daily paper, and wishing to find out the depth of their necessities in order that the charitable editor may do what he can to relieve them, are warned against too implicitly trusting stamps, paper, and other trifles to the care of their amiable visitor.
In the early part of the week before last a house-to-house collection was made at Sutton Bridge on behalf of the Wisbeach and Lynn Hospitals, the total amount realised being about ?5. The population of the Sutton sanitary district is considerably over 2,000. It may be hoped that the people, when they hear cf the amount gathered from them on behalf of such a benevolent object, will have the grace to be ashamed of themselves.
Whitstable-on-Sea, with a population scarcely double that of Sutton Bridge, has also been making an effort on behalf of its hospital. As the result, the very handsome sum of ?55 12s. 3d., after the deduction of all expanses, has been handed over to the hospital treasurer. This is an example well worth following. The total increase of ?030 8s. Id. in the income of the Sunderland and Bishopwearmouth Infirmary as compared with last year, is one of those gratifying facts which it is a pleasure to make known. The scale so frequently dips the other way that one is disposed to ask how it is that Sunderland has proved an exception to the rule. There is also a slight increase of expenditure, which, however, does not approach the amount by which the income is increased. We congratulate the secretary and managers on a very prosperous year.
One may have too much of a good thing. Irrigation is a very good thing for a hot and dry country, but unless it is accompanied by adequate drainage it brings unexpected evils in its train. This has been shown at a meeting for sanitary inquiry held in India, where it was explained that a great part of the fever that yearly carries off a considerable portion of the population was due to the moisture of the sub-soil, brought about by the network of canals that covers the land.
Formerly, when the upland slopes were dry and barren, imperfectly moistened by bags of water hoisted up from well or river to a height of from thirty to sixty feet, people built their towns in the green shady valleys. Now that an abundant water-supply has transformed the barren uplands into fertile fields, the valleys have become morasses, and the towns hot-beds of fever, which are gradually becoming depopulated and deserted. Surely it is possible for modern intelligence and ingenuity to devise a scheme by which the gain of one district shall not entail ruin and death on another. 
